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FS1 Mathematics Curriculum Coverage 
 

The maths curriculum across FS1 isn’t sequenced; for example children can explore counting past 5 and subtising in any order.   
Children need opportunities to revisit mathematical concepts at different times over the year. Links with prior learning and  
across leaning enable children to become confident, fluent mathematicians.  

 

 

 

Counting, Cardinality  
and Comparison  

Representing Numbers Shape Position and Time Size, Length, Weight 
and Capacity 

Pattern  

Subitise to 3. 
Recite number past 5. 
Say one n umber for 
each item in order- 
1,2,3,4,5 
Understand the 
cardinality principle, 
e.g. the last number 
when counting a small 
set tells you how many 
are in the group. 
Begin to compare and 
recognise changes in 
numbers of things 
using words like, 
‘more,’ ‘lots of,’ and 
‘the same.’  
Compare quantities 
using language, ‘more 
than’, ‘less than.’  
Begin to count using 
fingers.  
 
 
 

Show finger numbers 
up to 5. 
Notice numerals.  
Link numerals and 
amounts, e.g. show the 
right number of objects 
to match the numeral 
up to 5.  
Experiment with their 
own symbols and 
marks as well as 
numerals.  

Shows awareness of 
shape similarities and 
difference between 
objects.  
Talk about and explore 
2d and 3d shapes using 
informal and formal 
mathematical 
language, e.g. sides, 
corners, straight, flat, 
round.  
Select shapes 
appropriately, e.g. flat 
surface for a building, 
prism for a roof.  
Combine shapes to 
make new ones, e.g. a 
bigger triangle.  
Explores building 
enclosures using shape 
blocks, uses trial and 
error to improve work.  

Understand position 
through words alone, 
e.g. the bag is under 
the table (no 
pointing!). 
Describe a familiar 
route. 
Discuss routes and 
locations using words 
like ‘in front of’ and 
‘behind.’  
Responds to and uses 
language of position 
and direction.  
Explores space, e.g. 
predicts, moves and 
rotates objects to fit a 
space created.  
Beginning to 
understand some talk 
about the immediate 
past and future.  
Beginning to anticipate 
times of the day such 
as snack time, home 
time.  

Make comparisons 
between objects 
relating to size, length, 
weight and capacity.  
In meaningful contexts, 
finds the lighter or 
heavier, more or less of 
two items.  

Talk about and identify 
patterns around them, 
e.g. stripes on clothes, 
designs on rugs. 
Joins in and anticipates 
repeated sound and 
action patterns.  
Is interested in what 
happens next using a 
pattern of everyday 
routines.  
Extend and create 
ABAB patterns. 
Notice and correct an 
error in a repeating 
pattern.  
Begin to describe a 
sequence of events 
(real or imagined) 
using words like, ‘first,’ 
‘next’ and ‘then.’  
Recalls a sequence of 
events in everyday life 
or stories.  
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